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Brick Salvage From Demolition: A Practical Guide
For GTA homeowners considering brick recovery

Step 1 - Quality Assessment

1 Confirm structure build date (pre-1920 ideal)

2 Check mortar type: lime (soft, white) vs Portland (hard, grey)

Lime mortar = high recovery. Portland = low recovery.

3 Inspect for frost spalling, cracks, and chips

4 Estimate salvage yield and decide if it's worth doing

Step 2 - Coordinate with Demolition Contractor

1 Notify contractor before any mechanical work starts

This is critical - mechanical demo destroys bricks.

2 Agree on which sections will be manually salvaged

3 Allocate separate manual labour for brick removal

200-400 bricks per worker per day.

Step 3 - Remove and Clean

1 Use cold chisel and brick hammer only

2 Soak lime-mortared bricks for 30-60 min, then wire brush

3 Use diluted muriatic acid for Portland cement mortar

10:1 water to acid, wear gloves, rinse well.

4 Sort: face-perfect, minor chips, damaged (for crushing)

Step 4 - Sell or Donate

1 Palletize and stretch-wrap for transport

2 Contact GTA architectural salvage dealers for bulk quote

Expect $0.50-$3.00 per brick depending on quality.

3 List on Kijiji / Facebook Marketplace for smaller lots

4 Donate to Habitat ReStore for charitable tax receipt

Need a demolition quote in the GTA? ALMAR offers free on-site estimates.

almardemolition.ca/contact/  |  Fast response, competitive pricing.

This guide is for general information only. ALMAR Demolition GTA is not liable for actions taken based on this content. All demolition work in Ontario requires permits and

must comply with applicable municipal bylaws and safety regulations.


