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Fireplace Removal Signs: A Homeowner's Quick Guide
What to look for, what to ask, and who to call before you decide

What to Look For

1 Leaning or separating masonry

A stack that has visibly shifted away from the roofline is worth a prompt look rather than a wait-and-see approach.

2 Crumbling firebox brick

Mortar that no longer holds together under light pressure often means the firebox has reached the end of its repairable life.

3 Smoke or odour indoors

A smell that was not there before, especially in a room away from the fireplace, points to a draft or liner issue worth

investigating.

4 Water staining near the chimney chase

Staining on a ceiling or wall close to the chimney often means water is finding a way in around the flashing or cap.

Before You Call Anyone

1 Photograph every area of concern

Clear photos from a few angles make it easier for a technician or contractor to give you an accurate first read.

2 Note when the fireplace was last used

A chimney that has sat unused for years often needs a different kind of assessment than one used every winter.

3 Pause use if anything looks unstable

Hold off on lighting a fire until a qualified professional has looked at any leaning, separated, or heavily cracked masonry.

Questions to Ask Your Contractor or Inspector

1 Is this a repair, or does it call for removal

Ask them to walk you through why, not just what the fix costs.

2 What does the scope of work actually include

Removal can mean the interior firebox alone, the full chimney stack, or somewhere between. Confirm which one the quote

covers.

3 What permits does this project need

Ask your contractor to confirm this with the City before work starts, rather than assuming none apply.

4 How will the roof and chase be finished after

A clean tie-in to the existing roofing and siding matters as much as the removal itself.

Match the signs to the right professional, then get a written scope before anyone starts work.
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This guide is general information, not professional advice. Requirements, products, and site conditions vary by property and change over time. Confirm the details that apply to
your project with a qualified professional before you decide. ALMAR Demolition GTA is not responsible for decisions made solely on the basis of this guide.


